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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 21 objected to because of the following informalities: The dependency on 
claim 18 is inconsistent with the claim structure. Claims 1-19 are apparatus claims 
whereas claims 20-22 are method claims. It is not proper for a method claim to be 
dependent on an apparatus claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 8,-10, 13, 14 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Stein Arne Fossum U.S. Patent 6,742,294 (Fossum) in view of 

Sidney Moseson U.S. Patent 1,649,415 (Moseson). 

1 . Regarding claim 1 and 20, Fossom discloses a frame element (Figure 1 

Element 1) for retaining a planar picture element (Figure 1 Element 6) against the 

front surface of a backing plate (Figure 5, Element 30). Fossom continues to 

disclose a backing plate (Figure 5 Element 30) having a front surface (Figure 6 

left surface of element indicated as 30) and a rear surface (Figure 6 right surface 

of element indicated as 30), the backing plate is made of a material and having a 

thickness, the material and the thickness being chosen so that the backing plate 

may be plastically deformed about a bending axis (Figure 6a-6c). Fossom does 
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not directly disclose the backing pate to have a plurality of parallel grooves in one 
of the surfaces. Moseson discloses a frame comprising a backing plate (Figure 3 
Element 16) having a plurality of parallel grooves in one of the surfaces. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Fossom as taught by Moseson 
to include Moseson's grooved backing plate. Sucha modification would provide 
an improved means to hold the planar picture element in place. 

Fossom in view of Moseson discloses a pair of tack elements extending 
from the rear surface of the backing plate (Figure 7 Element 34). Fossom in 
view or Moseson does not directly disclose Fossen's tack elements to extend 
from a line that is substantially parallel to the Moseson's grooves. However, it 
would be an obvious modification to alter the position and orientation of the two 
elements to arrange them in a manner that will be of a parallel relationship. Such 
a modification would provide a means to orient the two elements with respect to 
each other. 

2. Regarding claim 2, Fossom in view of Moseson discloses a picture frame 
assembly wherein the grooves are in the front surface (Figure 3 Element 16). 

3. Regarding claim 3, Fossom in view of Moseson discloses a picture frame 
assembly wherein the backing plate has lateral edges parallel to the grooves 
(Figure 7 edges of elements 37 and 38). The backing plate is bent along a pair 
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of grooves adjacent to each said lateral edge to form a pair of frame elements 
(Figure 7), wherein each said lateral edge faces the front surface to retain the 
planar picture element between the lateral edge and the front surface (shown in 
Figure 7d). 

4. Regarding claim 4, Fossom in view of Moseson discloses a picture frame 
assembly wherein the frame element has at lease one end formed with a 
retaining tab (Figure 7b Element 4 and 5) to prevent the planar picture element 
from sliding parallel to the grooves. 

5. Regarding claim 5, Fossom in view of Moseson discloses a picture frame 
assembly comprising a backing including a plurality of parallel grooves and a 
framing element that has a retaining tab. Fossom in view of Moseson does not 
directly disclose the tab to be triangular in shape. Fossom discloses a tab that is 
U-shaped. Applicant fails to disclose the criticality of the triangular shape 
variation. Shape modification is well known in the art. Such a modification would 
provide a variation to improve the aesthetics of the display. 

6. Regarding claim 8, Fossom in view of Moseson discloses picture frame 
assembly wherein the tack elements are formed separately and attached the rear 
surface of the backing plate (Figure 7, Fossom). 
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7. Regarding claim 9, Fossom in view of Moseson discloses a picture frame 
assembly wherein the backing plate and the tacks are made of metal (Column 5 
Lines 25-35). Fossom in view of Moseson does not directly disclose the means 
of attaching the tacks onto the backing plate to be one of soldering, brazing, and 
welding. However these are all well known methods used in the art to attach two 
metal parts. Such a modification would provide a means of attaching two metal 
parts. 

8. Regarding claim 10, Fossom in view of Moseson discloses a picture frame 
assembly wherein the tack elements. Fossom in view of Moseson does not 
directly disclose the tack elements to have different lengths. However dimension 
modification is well known in the art. Such a modification would provide a means 
to provide tack elements of different length enabling the frame assembly to be 
attached to a surface with varying depth. 

9. Regarding claim 13 and 14, Fossom discloses a curved transparent frame 
plate (Figure 7 Element 1) which is received against the front surface of the 
backing plate (Figure 7 Element 33), the transparent frame plate having lateral 
edges which are folded to for clips which receive the lateral edges of the backing 
plate (Figure 7 Element 4 and 5), the transparent frame plate is curved. 
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Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stein 
Arne Fossum U.S. Patent 6,742,294 (Fossum) in view of Sidney Moseson U.S. Patent 
1,649,415 (Moseson) in view of Thomas Johnson U.S Patent 6,439,520 (Johnson). 
1 . Regarding claim 6, Fossom in view of Moseson discloses a pair of tack 
elements extending from the rear surface of the backing plate (Figure 7 Element 
34, Fossom). Fossom in view of Moseson does not directly disclose the tack 
element to be formed along a common bending axis to extend from the rear 
surface. Johnson discloses a picture frame comprising a pair of tack elements 
(Figure 1 Element 16) that are formed along a common bending axis (Figure 2 
indicated as rotation origin of angle A-B) to extend from the rear surface. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the positioning of Fossom's tack 
elements in view of Moseson as taught by Johnson to include the coaxial of the 
bends of the pair of tack elements. Such a modification would provide a means 
to enhance the aesthetics of the tack elements by synchronizing the rotational 
movement. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stein 
Arne Fossum U.S. Patent 6,742,294 (Fossum) in view of Sidney Moseson U.S. Patent 
1,649,415 (Moseson) in view of Hermann K. Painsith U.S. Pub 2001/0005953 
(Painsith). 
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1 . Regarding claim 7, Fossom in view of Moseson discloses a pair of tack 
elements extending from the rear surface of the backing plate (Figure 7 Element 
34, Fossom). Fossom in view of Moseson does not directly disclose the tack 
element to be stamped from and formed from apertures in the backing plate. 
Painsith discloses a baking element (Figure 5 Element 44) comprising tack 
elements (Figure 5 Element 56) that are stamped from and formed from 
apertures in the backing plate. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Fossom in view of Moseson as 
taught by Painsith to include Painsith's tack elements. Such a modification would 
provide a means to simplify the frame assembly by provide tack elements that 
are integral with the backing. 

Claims 11, 12 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stein Arne Fossum U.S. Patent 6,742,294 (Fossum) in view of Sidney Moseson 
U.S. Patent 1 ,649,415 (Moseson) in view of Steven D. Bracker et al. U.S. 
2003/0196365 (Bracker). 

1 . Regarding claim 11,12 and 15, Fossom in view of Moseson discloses a 
frame element comprising a frame plate (Figure 7 Element 7) which is formed as 
one piece with the backing plate and joins the backing plate at a fold (Figure 7 
Element 37 and 38) which is parallel to the grooves (disclosed in Moseson's 
plate Element 19) in one of the surface, the frame plate having a front surface 
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(Figure 7 left region of element 1 , Fossom), a rear surface (Figure 7 right region 
of element 1 , Fossom) the back surface of the frame plate facing the from 
surface eof backing plate to sandwich a planar picture element therebetween 
(Element 6, Fossom). Fossom in view of Moseson does not directly disclose a 
plurality of parallel grooves on one of the surfaces of the frame element. 
However it has previous been indicated that a parallel groove can be provided on 
a surface (Moseson, Element 19). Hence, the grooves may be duplicated on a 
surface of the frame element. Such a modification would provide a means to 

* 

enhance the appearance of the frame assembly. 

Fossom in view of Moseson does not directly disclose an aperture on the 
frame plate. Bracker discloses a frame plate (Element 22) comprising an 
aperture for viewing the planar picture element (Element 28). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Fossom in view of Moseson as 
taught by Bracker to include Bracker's aperture. Such a modification would 
provide a means for directly viewing a planar picture element. 

Claims 16-19, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Stein Arne Fossum U.S. Patent 6,742,294 (Fossum) in view of 
Sidney Moseson U.S. Patent 1 ,649,415 (Moseson) in view of Steven D. Bracker et al. 
U.S. 2003/0196365 (Bracker) further in view of Painsith. 
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1 . Regarding claim 16, 19 and 21 , Fossom discloses a curved frame plate 
(Figure 6 Element 1) having a first radius of curvature, the frame plate having a 
front surface, a rear surface. Fossom in view of Moseson does not directly 
disclose an aperture on the frame plate. Bracker discloses a frame plate 
(Element 22) comprising an aperture for viewing the planar picture element 
(Element 28). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Fossom in view of Moseson as 
taught by Bracker to include Brackets aperture. Such a modification would 
provide a means for directly viewing a planar picture element. 

Fossom in view of Moseson in view of Bracker does not directly disclose a 
surrounding wall on the rear surface of the frame plate. Painsith discloses a 
frame plate (Figure 2 Element F) comprised of surrounding wall upstanding from 
the rear surface of the frame plate for position the picture element (Figure 2 
Element 28). 

There it would have been obvioCis to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Fossom in view of Moseson in ivew of 
Bracker as taught by Painsith to include Painsith's surrounding wall. Such a 
modification would provide a means to secure a display element. 

Fossom in view of Moseson in view of Bracker further in view of Painsith 
discloses the surround wall having an edge remote from the rear surface of the 
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frame plate, the edge having at least one pair of reaint tabs (Figure 6 Element 4 
and 5, Fossom). 

2. Regarding claim 17, Fossom in view of Moseson in view of Bracker further 
in view of Painsith discloses a rear edge, which lies in a cylindrical plane having 
a second radius of curvature, which is smaller than the first radius of the 
curvature (Figure 6, Fossom). 

3. Regarding claim 18, Fossom in view of Moseson in view of Bracker further 
in view of Painsith does not directly disclose the frame plate to be an elliptical 
shape. However shape modification is well known in the art as a design choice. 
Such a modification would provide a variety of shapes for the frame. 

4. Regarding claim 22, Fossom in view of Moseson discloses a frame 
element (Figure 7 Element 1) that is formed separately from the backing plate 
(Element 19). It is well known in the art that the backing plate is cut and can be 
modified to accommodate the dimensions of the frame element to which the 
backing plate will mate unto. Such a modification would provide a frame 
assembly wherein the components are of similar dimensions. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shin Kim whose telephone number is 571-272-7788. 
The examiner can normally be reached on (Monday - Friday) (8AM - 5PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on 571-272-6651. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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